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Identity HOTEL

Medicine Park, OK | Studio VI

With Medicine Park being a major destination for mountain bikers, the design
aims to implement this activity into the town's identity. According to locals, the
only way Medicine Park can thrive is through tourism. The people hope their
town can attract visitors all year round. Therefore, an eco-resort at Medicine
Park is a perfect opportunity to fulfill the town’s vision.

With a mountain bike influenced eco-resort, Medicine Park has the chance of
becoming a major southern tourist hub in the future. To generate a mountain
bike concept, one must evaluate what makes mountain biking unique and
arguably more experiential than road cycling. Mountain bikes are made to
handle terrain obstacles and adapt to adversity. This feeling of unpredictability
within the sport is reflected in the personalities of those who perform it.
Mountain bikers prefer a slower and paced adventurous route.

With unpredictability being a key factor, the design engages a sense of
suspense and mystery. Instead of walking to their room, the people staying at
the resort would ride their bikes to their rooms. Distinct and interweaving
pedestrian and bike paths create two overlapping loops which are designed in
correspondence to the natural views and landmarks around them.

The verticality of the towers resembles the dominant presence of mountains
in Oklahoma. With the land being so flat in Oklahoma, mountains, despite being
relatively modest in height, are visible from a long way out. The towers, despite
having structural qualities which suspend the loops, are also programmatic.
Activities within the towers range from bird-watching to framing market
spaces.

Conceptual Physical Model

N
(M

3.8 0 2
e




Loops / Towers Form Generation

Elevation

Studio VI

Identity HOTEL




[

g (=9

3 = S

= = 5 o

Ny X = il =

E = = o
o e 7 b

= c = g o

&l a -

e o N @

o o

[

o

R T e = T ac N Y ol 1 W h . A% AR
O, ) - 3 e ! i ah oS q_.,.m,/.....
.I —ﬂ_ = I n1 ....
. l..ﬂ.,.ll‘.. - = o e %

| SRR (i 4

INJIag Ul Uake) SaUNIdi4 ‘JUapalald jenuaiiadxy ue se abejjo) ueqan

Initial Process Sketches: Structured Chaos Exploration
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Norman, OK | Studio IX




The Reveal

Norman, Oklahoma | Studio IX

South Campus as it stands has a fog of misunderstanding looming over it,
barring users from discovering the possibilities that could be revealed with a
little exploration. The new design of “the Reveal”, allows for the potential of this
exploration and new experiences to unfurl. Connecting different building uses
through green pathways, this revitalization of South Campus encourages users
to explore their surroundings slowly, as someone who is lost in the fog would,
to better understand their surroundings.

The overlapping layers of use create opportunities for people to come
together and inspiring new possibilities of collaboration. While research is the
focus of development, housing, eating, and recreation are the next level of
importance of development. Having the option for the researchers to have all
their needs within a confined area, to where they could live across the street
from where they are conducting innovative research in their field, having a
greengrocer for healthy eating options nearby so vehicular travel is
unnecessary, and recreation options to see nature and have a moment of rest.

To reach to more than just one people demographic, however, this redesign is
proposing the implementation of schooling options from daycare to elementary
level school kids to cater to those with families and foster more levels of
overlap in users. Utilizing the greenspace to its full potential of being not only a
natural buffer between the different occupancy types, but also as a meandering
circulation opportunity for the people who visit the site to become fully lost and
lead throughout the site.

To solidify the connection to the surrounding context, the new plan proposes
a transit hub that has the opportunity for a bus hub and a light-rail train stop for
people to go towards OKC. The light rail and the bus hub provide users of the
site with a range of options on how far away they want or need to travel, as well
as providing opportunity for alternative travel solutions to driving to help reduce
emissions from vehicles.
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A nesw hotel and conterence spaces gres the
wniversity a new location 10 host majer canfer
ences and scale up global research, Itis
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and incubate startups and an entreprenetrisl
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New centers betweon University research
biuldings give students and faculty alternative
places to work, think, meet other reasarchers,
and share ideas

Housing for visiting researchers, Norman
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close o the affice

Existing weather and engmeening research
buRdings become part of & new, deverse
community

Health research s located next to the medical
comples, schoals, and housing

The NEST is bermed bohind the Llandscape to
deaden seund and provide a beautiful setling
for this greundbreaking facility, but has urban
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ealing spats center computing, health, and
development enginpering and research

The NEST reaches out to the rest of the campus
and embraces is location hugging the dense
green cushion on the east and south sides,
creating a vibrant, attractive place to work

New perfaming arts complex culburally
centers the enlire camipus, uniting the universi
Ly and the community through the shared
experience of the arts

The cammunity gasden, outdoor food market,
and heaithy grocery store centers the medical
center, senior Living. housing, and school

Shate park, tennis courts, cendral park: recre.
atianal complex, and small cafe network
replace the expanaive parking Lot snd drav
pecple out of the weather center ard offices
and |nte the comemunity, esparding the use of
the existing buildings. New underground
parking discreatly tucks vehicles away.

The transit hub connects regional bysses, light
rail, bike paths, and pedestrian corridors
throughout the entire campus
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Generating a Section

Picking a Focus

Mental Health Program Exploration

Following the masterplan phase, the task was to pick a site where a desired program would be developed. .

i | ' =

_—

-
- fES
=

a




e I R R T )

ov-oo.-otvuttbuovbbuuvtus.-t.

' SECTION ONE
ADDING SECTION TWO
green exercise + Court

section two is the inpatient wing

ADDING THE STIGMA WALL

a symbolic representation of the problem

EMPHASIZING CIRCULATION
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OU Behavioral Health Community Center

Mental health stigma takes the form of two distinct types: social and
perceived. Social stigma constitutes the prejudicial attitudes and
discriminating behavior directed towards individuals dealing with mental
health problems. The psychiatric label these people are given creates an
invisible barrier between the "patient” and society. In contrast, self-stigma
|perceived) is the interiorizing of discrimination and self-perception by the
mental health sufferer. Self-stigma results in feelings of shame and
undesirable and dishonest treatment outcomes. Regardless of the type of
stigma, the main factor fostering such stigmas remains attitudes within
societies which view psychiatry as menacing and something which we must
keep isolated.

A new university research campus seems like the appropriate platform for
an intervention which would shatter the stigma walls surrounding mental
health. The intervention would provide community members with the right
tools which will help them play a meaningful role in overcoming mental
health stigma.

The site's orthogonal grid is broken by the geometry of the inpatient wing.
This break in geometry resembles the sense of urgency required to break the
mental health stigma. the geometric twist can be seen as an outcry by the
inpatient wing, one which requires change through a shock. This twist on the
site creates a “crack,” a literal and metaphorical one. On site, the crack is a
sequence of spaces running in the east/west direction and linking the
different parts of the overall system. The crack incorporates recreational and
communal spaces which could potentially be where inpatients interact with
the community. For example, inpatients who reach a sustainably healthy
state and feel ready to leave their facility can inhabit the crack and interact
with the community by selling food they grow themselves as part of their
green exercise program.




Section Cut Section Model

Outreach  Education outpatient Inpatient

Mental Health Ribbon Massing Model
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Beirut, Lebanon | Independent
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Weiss Residence

Beirut, Lebanon | Independent

Hans Weiss was born in Berlin in 1922 and is the eldest of four children. His
parents were largely unhappy with Hitler's regime in Germany, so they fled as
they did not want to raise their children in a violent environment.

Hans was raised on classical music, which eventually blossomed into a
passion. He took this to Beirut with him where he honed his skills and became
a composer as well as a music teacher at a university. At the age of 23, Hans fell
in love with and married a Lebanese woman named Rita and went on to have 3
sons with her: Ludwig, Friedrich, and Wolfgang.

To his utter disappointment, none of his sons developed a passion for music
as he did, and he considers this his life’'s biggest failure. Hans is extremely
difficult by nature and thus gives anyone who tries to approach him a hard time;
it is for this reason that there is always tension between the family members.
He is generally cranky and does not find pleasure in anything but his music.

Hans' middle son, Friedrich, was born in 1949 in Beirut. Friedrich’s heart is in
the fabrics industry wherein he makes and sells fabrics and materials. His
going into this field was an utter disappointment to his father, who had hoped
that his sons would take after him and venture into music. As was the case for
his brothers, Friedrich’'s relationship with his father was not great. This
changed, however, when he took it upon himself to make use of his craft and
design a book meant to hold all of his father's compositions and pieces. The
gesture was well recieved by Hans, who, as a result, became more
understanding regarding his son’s chosen profession. This paved the way for
Friedrich becoming his father’s favorite.

As a result of this favoritism, Hans® other two sons began to get jealous.
Despite the fact that they were extremely successful and wealthy, nothing was
enough to impress their father. This led to more tension among each of the
sons’ families in the future.

Because Friedrich is a pacifist, as his name so suitably entails, he pondered
and postulated for days and nights on end in an attempt to find a solution for his
family’s abundance of problems. Friedrich is, finally, the one who comissioned
the house to be built as he believes that this communal space could be a way to
finally put these issues to bed.

GREEN LINE CONTEXT

THE TENSION AMONG THE FAMILY MEMBERS RESEMBLES
THE SITE'S HISTORIC CONTEXT AS IT PERTAINS TO THE LEB-
ANESE CIVIL WAR.

THE SITE IS SITUATED APROXIMATELY ON THE GREEN LINE,
A LINE OF DEMARCATION WHICH SEPARATED MUSLIM WEST
BEIRUT FROM CHRISTIAN EAST BEIRUT DURING THE LEBA-
NESE CIVIL WAR.

Independent




Exterior Perspective
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Norman, OK | Studio VI




Innovation Station
Norman, OK | Studio VI

The design is an indirect response to the dangers of the dominant oil industry
in Oklahoma. Oklahoma is the nation’s fifth largest producer of crude oil, has
the second-greatest number of active drilling rigs, and ranks fifth in crude oil
reserves. Despite the endless opportunities related to wind energy, the state is
at the bottom in usage of renewable energy.

“Innovation Station” acts as a business incubator for small start ups
researching in the field of renewable energy. It aspires to provide these small
firms the adequate facilities necessary to perform studies on the various
renewable energy resources.

New technology is always coming out, and to keep up with its pace the spaces
need to reflect this growth through adaptability and flexibility. The second floor
of the building is completely suspended from four trusses on top of the
building. These trusses are supported by two core masts. This suspension
provides large spaces free of any structure, allowing for future reconfiguration.

The clear vertical division in program is blurred by two vertically moving
pistons located in each of the masts. The two pistons are office spaces for
scientists and engineers that can be reconfigured vertically and moved to any
level in the building. This allows the researchers to connect with the public
when needed, and secure their scientific privacy when desired.

The massing of the building is heavily influenced by the sun path and
prevailing winds. The building is rotated approximately 45 degrees, extending
along a north west south east axis. This axis is parallel to the direction of the
prevailing winds, which are mainly from the north west in the winter and from
the south east in the summer. This orientation allows air to circulate directly
into the air gap or breezeway between the second floor roof and the trusses,
preventing the building from overheating.
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Brooks Terminal

Brooks Terminal
Norman, OK | StudioV

The main problem was tackling the inadequate circulation which resulted
from the existing bus terminal. The four circulation categories; buses, cars,
bikes, and pedestrians all overlapped uncomfortably and erratically. From that
resulted the concept of manipulating the landscape to provide separate
circulation pathways for each circulation category.

When approaching the site from the west, the building appears to be a simple
bus station humbly resting on the landscape. Once entered or approached from
the east side however, a double story community center and a courtyard with
views towards the pond are revealed.

The wind/sun analysis of the sun dictated the building’s orientation. The lower
level is aligned to benefit from the most amount of natural ventilation in the
summer, but can be closed off in the winter. Additionally, two thermal masses
are present within the building, providing natural heating to the interior spaces.

Physical Model
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Mediterranean Sea

Shabriha UNDP Child-Friendly Competition Playground + Light
Beirut, Lebanon | Independent Wood Structure +
Task “Bxpression Walls”

The competition assignment was to transform a three hundred and ninety

squared meters site in Tyre, Lebanon, into a child friendly recreational space The expression walls are used

ot the entrance [os seen

for the refugees of the area. The program included an assembled structure bekore] a5 wel o5 a fun woy
serving as a multi-purpose community center with a children playground, with fo block out the generators
special attention to children safety, environmental sustainability, and social
inclusivity
Shabriha
s y y Playground + Light

Drawing inspiratic_)n_ from the site's context, the design highligh_ts gnity b ::ﬁts:;mti’;::‘;;";:;‘?;’ Wood Structure
between the Palestinian and the Lebanese sides of the plot. The aim is to Taivgess soie eseh
resemble the existing conditions of Tyre, where Palestinian and Lebanese in SRR 8% some atso
people live together in harmony with no visible divisions. The architecture _ i Baalbek in the

. . P . L alley. Shabrihais lo-
strives to blur borders. In the design, unity is created by breaking any rigid and ated'a few km away from
formal circulation, forming flowing spaces that merge together and fuse into f‘-‘"‘*—"‘- ! the land bhe:

. v A : y . i ongs to the municipality of
their surroundings. This coupled with the inclusion transitional outdoor spaces Abbasiyeh and the refugees
and the absense of ‘dead end’ spaces, blurs the borders between outdoor and ;;‘a;‘;gﬁf;":a‘:iﬁ;‘:;‘;ﬁd
indoor and particularly between walk and play belongs to the refugees.

Playground

Shabriha within Lebar

Palestine Gatherings




Site Access

Enkrance One - Through the porking

This provides access fo the center midway
between the Palestinian and lebanese
communifies

Froposol of light struchure along fence - o
low phywood “painting wall®

Propasal of painfing
cloag foatball field fance

Llebanese Community

West Site Entrance Perspective

In order to shade the playing area adjacent
to the west entrance, cheap and recycable
materials were used. These materials
project interesting shadows and colors on
the playing area, adding to the playful
atmosphere of the project.

DP Shabriha

Theze light ond subfe
inkerventions serve not only lo
frame the entrance, but alio to
guide the users coming from
both communitie: and create
this sense of coming logether
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